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Since the eotivatlcn of the Chinese Cconnunlet poroblem at aESA in mid 
2SU9f a laxKe body of infomatlan has been produced on Chinese Conffiiunlst 
Jttlltary forces. From the otardpolnt of both quality and amount, yirtuelly 
all of this Information has been derived from an analyais of plain text 
lasssages. In the period 1$ Juno 19^49 to 5 March 1952, almost 80 per cent 
of all military identifications were provided by plain text traffic 
Xattiely by personal messages on the Cosmcerclal Metuork, 
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Altiough I [traffic currently 

provide identification of tactical units in Koirea, virtually all identi- 
fications of Chinese Coimunist Ground Force tactical units in China proper 
(Field Amies, Amy Groups, Amies and Divisions) are derived exclusively 
from plain text? 1/ 
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3f Battle - Chinese Ccmmunlst Ground Forces, i* Dacoraber 1951* 
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SlfioificajitJiy, the great bulk of COKIST ctt ^ | ualta above division 
larrel is available only trm plain text traffic. Plain text military 
Jdentificatioas hare provided Intelligence of jpartlcaila^ lateresti 

(a) First identifications of the aovaraent of | \ J units fiom South 
China toward Manchuria, reported in July 1950, ^ 

(b) Fxxrther indie atdona of jnovement aid identification of units in 
Manchuria. ^ 

The above reporto waro la sued prior to the Chinese C<»iiiunl8t large- 
•oale Intervention in the Korean War, 

(c) First indicatiems that eleirents of the First and Second Field 
Araioa were enroute to Korea, pre-4atlng frDnt*-line identiCica- 
tions by as ntuch as six weeks, k/ 

(d) Secent disclosure of the shift o2f the l6th Army or its aleaents 
to Manchuria frora Soruthwest China, ^ 

(o) Increase in the leirdL of military u«3^ ideRtirications In South 
China by solution, throu^ plain teoct traffic, of ndlitary iwit 
cover-designations, ^ 



m brief, identifications of Chinese Co*amunlst ndlitaiy unite i>ro- 
vldod by plain text traffic furnish most of the COHIHT Infomation on the 
disposition and novement of the Chinese Cfxinmxnist Grouxd Forces in China 
Proper and Manchuria, most of the CCMINT infottaatlon on Military district 
ctrganiaation in China, the organisation at various adXltaiy headquarters 
•Chalons, the locations and actiritlea of military schooXsi and most of 
the COKIW Information on military supply Ratters* 



The foundation of ail 0*5* setiaates of Air Order of Battle in China 
and Manchuria resrts ^riiolly on AF3A plain text reports li Solution of the 
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in Manchuria - Korea Theatre, Ik February 1952, 
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aiystfia of eorer-nusiiet's used by tactioal air units nidls clear the regl- 
swnt ~ division relationship and vas essential to subsaqjent intezprata* 
tlon 'idiich included enclj^ared air traffic* IJ 

First COKINT Hentifleatlons of the Fourth Air Reginent^ the 27th Air 
Beeinent^ the 3rdj^ $th and 18th Air Divisions cone from plain text traffic* 



First reference to air t»dnlag schools appeared in plain text in 
August^ 1?^ and fonacd the basis for sdluticsi of the Flight Schocd. cover<> 
designation stysten ozid identification of achools* ^ 



Kith current 



plain text pro- 



vides mportant si^pieraentary inroncation on air units in China and 
ganersl siqpport to the intelligence effort. 
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Except fo r United InforBation available fcon a wnall asiount of Naval 
tra ffic pasead I ~| virtually all CCHINT infcriaation on 

the ! .... _ derii^ from plain t€Ot nessages passed on 

the Ccan&orclal Ketworic* This Includes Information on congnand organigation. 



ISSEPARABIUn OF PLAIN TEXT AND ESOIPHEHED TRAFFIC FHCCESSIKO 



UhUe plain text trafflo provides extensive CGMINT infoonaation <m 
Chinese Corsnmist ndlitary units and organisations — in many oases most or 
all of that inforaiatiaa — under no olrcumstanees can the processing and 
analysis of plain text link activltar l I 

To do so damage not only the technical COMINT effort but seriously 

inhibit the production of Intelllgenca from Interested cemsnuilcatlcms* 

Processing of Far East targets is based on the recognition that cx^t- 
analysia. traf^c analysis and linguistic eoqiloltation are mutually depon- 
ent and that the purpose of eaoh^ together is to provide the maxlinum odn«> 
trlbution possible to the reporting or int^igenee operatlcsi* 

fiafonaatlon derived from the day-to*^aor processing of plain text by 
analysts has enablod thoso analysts to aecorglish and hasten solution of 
enciphered traffic* 
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